
 

Hurricane Harvey 

Keota Elementary will be collecting loose change and small bills to help aid 
the devastation in Houston caused by Hurricane Harvey. The collection will 
last until Friday, September 8th. On the 8th the money will be combined 
with the High School collection and a donation will be made to the Red 
Cross. The devastation in Houston is currently estimated at $190 billion 
with 30,000 people in shelters. Any help that can provided to those in need 
will be greatly appreciated by the Red Cross and other organizations.  

Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald House  

Keota Elementary will be partnering with Libertyville Savings Bank and 
collecting pop tabs to donate to the Ronald McDonald House. This will be a 
year-long collection with a competition going between classrooms. We will 
weigh the amount of donations made by classrooms periodically and post 
updates as the year progresses. The official goal for elementary schools from 
the Ronald McDonald House is a total of 6,000 pounds in pull tabs! Keota 
Elementary is excited to do their part for a great cause and would love any 
help from families and community members.
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Upcoming Events  

9/4 
No School- Labor 
Day 

9/5 Keota PTO 
Meeting- 7 PM in 
the Elementary 
Conference 
Room  

9/6 5th Grade 
Band Night in the 
Band Room from 
5:00-6:00 

9/8 End of  
collection for Red 
Cross donation   

9/11 Elementary 
FAST Testing 
Begins  

9/13 1:00 
Dismissal for 
Professional 
Development 
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Explanation of  Elementary Testing 

Elementary students have a variety of assessments throughout the year and we thought it might 
be helpful to do a brief reminder or explanation of the tests, when they take place, and some 
other useful information. Each of the tests has a specific purpose and provides feedback and 
information used by classroom teachers to help instruct students. The formats vary somewhat by 
grade level but the explanations will provide a general understanding of the assessments. The 
following are some of the assessments you will hear about throughout the school year.  

Iowa Assessments  

Iowa Assessments are a standardized test taken by 
1st-6th graders one time each year. Keota students 
take these tests during the Winter testing period, 
generally in late January or early February. 
Standardized tests are given across the area, state, 
and country. The results from these tests are 
reported by the Iowa Department of  Education 
and provide a comparison of  Keota students to 
students in other locations. The results of  the tests 
allow the district to evaluate district strengths and 
areas of  improvement based on student results. 

FAST Testing  

FAST Testing is a form of  Reading test given to 
Kindergarten-6th Grade students. The format for 
this test varies by grade level but for the majority 
of  students it includes a CBMR test and 
aReading. The CBMR test is where a student 
reads material appropriate to their grade level and 
a teacher listens to their reading and scores their 
performance. The aReading test is a computer-
based assessment where students read items and 
are scored based on comprehension. These tests 
are administered in a Fall, Winter, and Spring 
testing period. Based on the student performance, 
a student may receive additional support on 
specific skill areas. MAP Testing 

MAP Testing is given to 2nd-6th Grade students 
one time in the Fall and Spring. The test is one 
Reading test and one Math test. The Fall test 
provides a baseline score for each student. The 
Spring test shows the amount of  growth each 
student made in the areas of  Reading and Math 
in one school year. MAP testing is an adaptive 
computer test. This means that as students answer 
questions correctly the questions become more 
and more challenging until the student is given a 
final score based on their performance. 

Yearly Testing Calendar  

Fall Winter Spring
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Assessments
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